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Proposition 
When those who truly believe in peace, establish the non-violent economy, 

all the rest will fall into place. 
 

Goal 
To take some first steps in convening  Beloved Community Believers around Martin 
King’s Economic and Spiritual Legacy for determining and mobilizing whatever it takes 
to help a hungry world  feed and clothe itself, with dignity, sufficiency, and 
sustainability,  both locally and globally. 
 

Dr. Virgil A. Wood, HGSE ‘73 
 

Several conversations with Dr. King about the substance of this proposition being set 
forth here, have impelled me over the last forty year Civil Right’s intermission to probe 
the matter far and wide, with some of  the finest minds in the land, certainly present 
company included. A broad conversation is underway across the land with those who 
think of themselves as Martin Luther King Servant Scholars, GED to PhD, engaged in 
critical thinking and thoughtful action around his legacy, our heritage for building the 
kind of world he projected, and the leadership model he bequeathed to us. 
 
For the purposes of our conversation on September 24, here are  a few remarks around 
which the discourse might be built.  Already, it is clear, that I make some rather far-out 
assumptions, and these grow out of my fifty year search, which has taken me from a 
hometown oak tree, through Harvard, into many corners of America’s death valleys, the 
inner cities, the Appalachia’s, and the barrios where predicament continues to beg for 
viability. There, I walked, worked, and lived.  I offer my take on where America, and the 
Nations of the earth, now need to go, based on my understanding of the Martin Luther 
King economic and spiritual legacy. 
 

First and foremost, it is imperative that we see Martin Luther King in local and global 
economic context.  His work in Montgomery was that of spiritual leadership with 
economic impact.  The non-violent movement was a kind of moral ju-jitsu, which 
used the strengths of the system against itself, to resolve in favor of the whole, a win-
win outcome. It was a daily commitment for dignity and viability, for a more civil 
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society.  It was also a marriage of the Negro elites with the Negro masses, around a 
common goal, long felt and acknowledged at all levels. It was also a happy 
partnership of Church, Town, and Gown. 
 
In the end, his work on behalf of Garbage workers in Memphis, cost him his life, and 
forever sealed his legacy, as a suffering servant, and brilliant strategist for the 
workable society. The Memphis movement was about human dignity and workplace 
viability, as was the Montgomery movement also. (see Aldon Morris, THE ORIGINS 
OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, The Free Press, New York, 1984; and 
Virgil A. Wood, IN LOVE WE TRUST, Lessons I Learned From Martin Luther 
King, Beckham Publishers, Silver Springs, MD, 2005). 
 

Earlier at Oslo in December 1964, Dr. King, in his Nobel Prize acceptance speech, 
concluded with the general statement, I have the audacity to believe that people 
everywhere can have three meals a day for their stomachs, education for their minds, and 
culture for their souls. 
 
In December 2006, at that same podium, Dr. Muhammad Yens, although an economist, 
accepted the Nobel Prize for Peace, and stated a similar belief. His more recent work on 
Social Business development and earlier work in founding the Grameen Banking system, 
is indeed  the  kind of  practical work  necessary for making  Dr. King’s Oslo Dream, a 
reality, globally and locally. Sons and daughters of the original Memphis sanitation 
workers who now seek to create a worker-owned waste treatment company could well 
use the intellectual prowess of our Universities in getting it done. My own conversation 
with Martin Luther King about worker-ownership of enterprises, leads me to see this as a 
continuation of his work at Memphis. His own meeting with the founder of Binary 
Economics,--- a worker ownership model, ---Louis O. Kelso, I had the privilege of 
setting up, was all too brief.  This could be achieved now, and would  once again be a 
happy partnership of Church, Town, and Gown.  (See CREATING A WORLD 
WITHOUT POVERTY, Muhammad Yunus, Public Affairs-BBS, New York, 2007). 
 
 In addition, such efforts should look closely at the Mondragon Cooperative Economy, 
and other models which embody the promise of blending love and community into   
Beloved Community Economic Systems, wherever the way and the will to do so might 
exist.  Wouldn’t  it be grand if University students felt a similar call as did their 
predecessor generations of the civil rights era, and join their intellectual pursuits to the 
struggle of communities and nations, seeking to survive in turbulent times.  
 
For example, students of those earlier generations would be active now, in doing all they 
could, to effect the passage of a robust health care program for all. Is this a calling that 
the current generation feels challenged to hear ?  Let’s talk about it.  
 
All of this is an invitation for an interdisciplinary gathering of servant scholars, students 
and professors, as well as persons from the broader community, to re-evaluate together, 
the inter-play of Heritage, Leadership, and Legacy in Dr. King’s life work, and thereby 
highlight the inter-generational faithfulness required for passing on the torch. My own 
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appreciation for what I consider as Martin Luther King’s unique legacy, for both Jr. and 
Sr., has been greatly enhanced by HBS authors Howard Stevenson and Laura Nash’s 
book, JUST ENOUGH, Tools for creating success in your work and Life, John W. Wiley 
& Sons, Hoboken, NJ, 2004). It is an extraordinary read. 
 
Another area to be probed regards the potential contributions the African American 
spiritual tradition,  has to make, along with its allies, to the Nations of the African 
Continent, with the richest resources under ground, and the poorest people above ground, 
a true test, for the transfer of  the best, America has to offer.  
 
Other areas for discussion, start with the spiritual foundation for King’s audacious 
economic dream, proclaimed at Oslo, and exercised throughout the thirteen short years of 
his work. To understand the absolutely essential Jesus connection to his spiritual 
foundation, look especially at the collection of his sermons, entitled A KNOCK AT 
MIDNIGTHT, edited by Clayborne Carson and Peter Holloran, Warner Books, New 
York, 1998;  Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr.’s autobiography, with Clayton Rile, DADDY 
KING, G. K. Hall Publishers, Boston, 1981 ;  LEADERSHIP, LOVE AND 
AGGRESSION,  As the twig is bent: The psychological factors in the making of four 
Black Leaders, Frederick Douglas, W. E. B. Dubois, Richard Wright, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr., by Allison Davis, Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, New York, 1983; and Harvey 
Cox, WHEN JESUS CAME TO HARVARD: Making Moral Choices Today, Houghton 
Mifflin, New York, 2004.  Based on this combined wisdom it can be said that the King 
dream was birthed in Daddy King’s courage back in Stockbridge, Georgia, at age 14, 
developed in Martin’s struggle on coming to terms with Daddy King’s Jesus, and was 
courageously proclaimed from the mountain top by King, Jr., when receiving the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964.  I like to think of it as, Daddy King’s Jesus, from Stockbridge, to 
Stockholm,  sealed by Martin’s own valedictory on a stormy night in Mason Temple 
Cathedral at Memphis, and planted from a lonely balcony, into the hearts of a waiting 
world. 
 
                                                        What say Ye ? 
 

 
 
 
 


